Congenital heart disease: effects on the family.
Treatment of the child with congenital heart disease continues to challenge the medical profession. Although advances in technology have improved survival statistics over the past two decades, dealing with the effects on the family of the birth of a child with congenital heart disease has received minimal attention. Most nursing interventions focus on the immediate needs of the family related to the death of their child. Nurses must increase their awareness of the effects of the diagnosis itself on the family. To better help the family in crisis, nurses must understand the concept of death of the "normal" child and must also recognize the effects this diagnosis can have on personal relationships.